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Marylanders know that changes in the climate are threatening the future of its children, its 
economy, and its infrastructure. These changes are caused by pollutants entering the 
atmosphere in large part from transportation, electricity and heating systems. These critical 
elements are primary drivers of our economy and the primary sources of the pollution that is 
increasingly threatening the health and well-being of Marylanders. 

The scale of destructive climate change impacts on Maryland is a climate crisis. 

The Climate Crisis and Education Act (CCEA) will demand accountability from fossil fuel 
companies. It will charge industrial polluters for the damage they are causing and provide 
money for our children through unprecedented investments in their education, families, and 
communities. It will enable Maryland to transition to a more healthy and sustainable economy 
in a predictable, economically stable way. It will help ensure our children inherit a sustainable 
future, which is seriously threatened now – not tomorrow or next year. 

Give our Children a Future 
Objective #1: 

Burning fossil fuels like coal, gasoline and natural gas creates the greenhouse gas 
emission pollution that must be eliminated. The first objective of the bill is to set the 
following new statewide greenhouse gas emission reduction goals consistent with 
current science for eliminating these and other pollutants: 

• 70% from 2006 levels by 2030
• 100% from 2006 levels by 2040
• Negative emissions after 2040.

The implications for our energy system will be profound: all electricity power plants fueled 
by coal will be shut down by 2030; gas- and oil-fueled plants will soon follow. 



 

 

 

Transportation systems will be restructured, and major improvements will be made in 
construction and retrofitting of buildings to lower their carbon footprint. 

 
The Climate Crisis and Education Act creates a Climate Crisis Council charged with developing 
a policy plan that will meet its greenhouse gas reduction goals. In addition, it establishes a 
Fee and Investment Initiative that will help fund actions to reduce emissions, enhance 
resilience to climate impacts and ensure an equitable transition for workers and 
communities that depend on fossil fuels. 

The Climate Crisis Council and Fee and Investment Initiative are summarized below. 

Objective #2: 

For Objective #1 to be met, our children must be well educated. They will need to expand 
scientific understanding of climate change, develop the skills to maintain the transition to a 
clean economy and adapt and thrive in a time of rapid and chaotic disruption. 

• CCEA provides $350 million annually to help fund improvements of the state 
educational system mandated by the Kirwan Initiative. 

• CCEA will enhance our schools by funding teacher salaries, additional counseling and 
career preparation and improved health programs. 

Objective #3: 

The transition to a new economy must be equitable. 

• CCEA will protect low- and moderate-income households and energy-
intensive, trade-exposed employers from financial harm. 

• CCEA will help workers and communities that depend on fossil fuels for their 
livelihoods make the transition to a clean economy. 

Climate Crisis Council 

It is clear that a combination of regulations, carbon pricing, and other complementary 
policies are needed to meet the targets in Objective #1. Maryland’s legislators have identified 
a number of initiatives that will help lay the foundation for a clean energy transition, but 
these initiatives are inadequate for the crisis we face. To address this challenge, CCEA creates 
a Climate Crisis Council made up of legislators and experts on all aspects of climate change. 
The Climate Crisis Council has the following mandates: 

• Create a policy that is sufficient to achieve the reduction goals in Objective #1.   

 



 

 

 
 
• Verify through independent and respected modeling that its policy recommendations 

will meet the reduction goals set out above. 
 

• Provide $350 million annually to finance educational improvements through the 
Kirwan Initiative. 
 

• Mitigate inequities that could arise from the policy. 
 

• Ensure that low- and moderate-income households and energy-intensive, trade-
exposed employers are protected from financial harm. 

 

• Submit its policy recommendations for consideration by the General Assembly on 
or before December 31, 2021. 

Fee, Benefit and Investment Initiative 

Fee: CCEA will place a fee on fossil fuels at their first point of entry into the state. Fossil fuel 
companies will be charged $15 per metric ton of CO2 pollution from the combustion of non-
transportation fossil fuels in Maryland. That price will rise $5 each year up to a cap of $60 
per metric ton. Transportation fuels — mainly gasoline and diesel — will be charged a fee 
that will start at $10 per ton and rise $3 annually to a cap of $37. 

This initiative will create the funds needed to meet the three objectives of The Climate 
Crisis and Education Act. 

Benefits: The fee is expected to raise nearly $980 million in revenue in year one and more 
than $1.7 billion in 2030. 50% of this revenue is returned directly back to households and 
employers. 

• 40% of the funds will be used to protect low-income and moderate-income 
households from financial harm. Lowest-income households will receive benefits 
that are equal to or greater than the fees they pay. 

 

• 10% of the funds will be used to protect energy-intensive, trade-exposed 
businesses from financial harm. 

 

Investment: CCEA will direct the remaining revenue — over $140 million in the first year and 
more than $4.8 billion in the next decade — to the Infrastructure Fund. 

This money will be used for direct investments to decrease GHG emissions, to provide just 
transition to a clean energy, to enhance resilience against climate change and to promote 
sequestration of carbon in forests, soils and wetlands. 
 

In addition, $350 million per year of revenue from the fee will fund improvements in the 
Maryland educational system, as called for by the Kirwan Commission. 
 



 

 

 
 
Fee on High-Polluting New Vehicles 

A separate fee will be collected at the time of sale or registration on all new cars and light 
duty trucks based on the following: 

 

• The fee will be assessed on all cars and light duty trucks with a pollution level 
greater than 400 grams per mile (~23 mpg highway and city average). 

 

• The fee will start at $1.25 times the USEPA Pollution Rating and rise annually by 0.25¢. 
 

• The pollution level subject to the fee will decrease by 10 grams per mile annually. 
 

• The revenues from the fee will be deposited in the Infrastructure Fund and used in 
part to promote the sale and use of electric vehicles and charging infrastructure. 

 

• Certain vehicles are exempt from the fee: commercial vehicles used for 
transporting goods; agricultural vehicles; public transport vehicles; ambulances 
and state, city or county owned vehicles not used strictly as passenger vehicles. 

 
This “gas guzzler” fee is expected to raise $40 million in revenue in year one, 
bringing overall investment funding to nearly $140 million. 
 

 


